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v. “own PROSPROTIVE PLANTINGS FOR on 1949 


Total plantings of principal crops in Montana this’ seasor is expected to be 

3 percent larger than last year, on March: 1, farmers’ expresged their intentions to 
seed 5,308,000 acres compared’ with 5,134, 000 acres during the spring OLLIWSS The 
increased acreage will be largély comprised of new breaking or land not previously 
cultivated, plantings of spring wheat, corn,’ dry peas’ and potatoes are to exceed 
last year but will be partially offset. by reduced acreage of barley, oats and sugar 
beets, No change in the acreage of. flaxseed, dry beans and tame hay is now indi- 
cated, (le AS SA eee 


conditions generally appear favorable for another good trop year. precipita- 
tion which exceeded normal during each of the winter months (November to February), 
has. provided good supplies of soil. moisture. . Early seeded crops should germinate 
with thick stands. Surveys of snow cover on water: ‘sheds prowise that irrigation 
water will be abundant. The supply of farm labor: is expected to be adequate for’ 
the season. Large counts of grasshopper eggs in southeastern and northeentral por- 
tions of the state pose as a threat of heavy hopper damage, LOWENeR Serpent? aire 
‘of control should reduce infestation and Vols alc) > sgl ssh: Faaes se adie 


WHEAT: plantings of ay 702, 000 acres of. spring wheat are expected this spring. This 
"=. is 9 percent more than the 3,396,000 acres seeded last year and the largest 

acreage since 1937, Last fall 1 , 674, 000° acres of winter wheat were planted, which 
with the expected spring wheat plantings; would make a total of 5,376,000 acres for 
all wheat, This compares with 5,053,000 acres of all wheat for 1948. Abandonment of 
fall sown wheat may be larger than last year but should be far less than the heavy 
abandonnent two years ago. part of the spring wheat acreage will be reseedings of 
winter wheat fields which have thin stands, 
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205,000 acres planted last year and would be the largest acreage since’ 1925, Total 
acreage of feed grains, however, is expected to be less than ° in 1948, ° aggregate 
plantings of corn, barley and oats will cover l, 360, 000 acres compared with 
1,494,000 acres last year. A sharp reduction of 18 percent in barLey seedings from 
90k, 000 acres in 1948 to 741,000, acres this year, principally accounts for the feed 
grain reduction. Although flaxseed acreage may shift considerably in the principal 
producing areas, plantings of 12h, 000 acres this spring will be the same as in 1948, 
oat plantings of 377,000 acres willbe only 2 percent less than last year. 

OTHER PLANTED CROPS: Sugar beet plantings are indicated to be 60, 000. acres, a re- 
ce, Mae duction of 6,000 acres from last year, this would be the 
smallest acreage since 1943 and would be 31 percent below the record plantings of 
87,000 acres in 1945. The 30,000 acres intended to be planted to dry beans is un- 
changed from last year but would be a large peace-time acreage. Montana farmers 
planted 65,000 acres of beans for war demand in.1943,. Reduced, supplies of seed peas 
is erinei pally responsible for the sharp increase in expected plantings of dry peas 
this spring. The intended acreage i& 16,000 compared with 9,000 in 1948, The war- 
time plantings in 1943 reached a peak of 60,000 acres, wore intense operations of 
commercial growers accounts for the 8 percent increase in expected potato plantings 
this spring. The 16,400 acres for 1949 is up 1,200 over last year but is well below 
the 22,000 acres planted shane 126 Ye 
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COTNeccccevrenere “ry ‘OBS a Zhe f | 118 
Spring wheat,... Top ByO 3g eee a 109 
ate Me idle) «bins 385 vad 98 
Barley, .sereecas 901, off TAL. 82 
Flaxseed). |, <i.» leh h7 100 
Beans, dry.%..+ a “4 100 
peas, AryYesernue 14 178 
Sugar beets.eees eee (Ny 66 60 91 
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All Hay 1/....+6 hal 2, 368 2, 34h 99 
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Uses 2: PROSPECTIVE PLANTINGS, MARCH 1949 if 
Be NEOs i hi 
“phe smallest total acreage of spring-planted crops since ‘the 1937-39 parte 
appears in prospect for 1949. The decline -in the total of 17 crops (including hay) 
surveyed at this date is from 275.0 million acres in 1946 to 270.2 million acres 
now in prospect, ‘This ‘is'héarly offset, however, by the much larger acreage or © 
winter wheat sown last fall, of which a larger proportion than usual apparently re- 
mains for harvest this season. The greatest decline in,,spring plantings will be in 
the feed grains, with smaller declines in the oilseéds"==“soybeans, flaxseed and 
peanuts -- and most other .row crops, The chief increases over last year are-indi- 
cated’ for plantings. of. spring. wheat, dry peas and tobacco... Spring activities are. 
“normal to advanced over most.of the country, soil moisture and irrigation. waters: 
are generally in satisfactory supply. Supplies of farm labor, seeds. and fertili-- 
zers are not likely to be limiting factors in. acreages planted or grown in. BOAT A: mt 
the 1949 acreage of principal crops planted or. grown" ie botal. Heonty 36h. 
million acres, allowing for duplications and for certain crops not yet surveyed;.:: 
This would be about 1,6 million acres less than in 1948, also below the wartime 
peak in 1943 and 1944, but would exceed the total in. any other year since: 1937. 
Much larger total acreages were planted or grown in-the 1929-33 period, the top-; 
‘being 375.5 million acres in 1932. . tf for some unforeseen reason, loss of. winter 
wheat acreage should be greater than is now apparent replanting to. weed aeae 
could swell the planted acreage . total, ii ak cit awe aa 
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CROP Average 6: sag? ager avin: 3 1949 as a Pers, 
‘teed ae ae a ee cent of 1948+ 
be ree Maa oe T0277 ES ahedaenas "777 7 perpen tee 
— TOM, BLLe yee veeeeeeee] 90,5901 | 5 86,0965. |. BR BOR tae 98.4.» rep 
all spring wheat.sessseeee] ees | 19,388". L 20,300 | 1036... oF as 
VPUTUMs wcececcevrvcccees i hii 5 245 er 3 392 LON a Pict een 
other SOME ss ss eve cd es ' 15, 64 | fe ew | 16,908 | OBS Ss a oe 
GHUB saute tale cig ela eae ee Kade ha 3? Fin ® Aang Somer OE i eels 99.49 
POLLEN 6h os ¥.c a. sicelei sue 4's.5\5 14, 607 | . 13,295 | 11, 885 ae a =\ JY Sn crear 
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sorghums for all purposes. 16, S10, ig Ea eae. 12,144 TES Meee 
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Sweetpotatoesseressceeevee| | PRM A | Geode 89 | alia 
TOBACCO L/sscesivecceresens shy sate BO a 1,538. 1,596 ‘103. Bee een 
Beans, dry edibles........ iad hb 1,971 | | 1, 834 95 Ulin beet 
peas, ary FLCLG 66 es evoeeeee i 487’ . 309 409 132. Sees, Oe 
Woybeats 2/osscecacyevecee| “ddyOO7 |. ieee | 11,278 96 he ees 
ROMiede LE rte. vere aan « es 2,459 1) 145 1, 011 SO eee 
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